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Financial and technical assistance

he elimination of POPs requires important
financial and technical resources, for example
with regard to the disposal of waste containing
POPs or the development of alternatives to DDT.

The European Commission has developed different
financial instruments to serve the needs of developing
countries, European and Mediterranean neighbouring
counfries. and the EU  candidate  countries.

Further information on financing:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/development/body/theme/environment/
index_en.htm

http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/projects/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/life/life/index.ntm
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/smap/home.htm
http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/enlarg/financing_en.htm

Further information:

POPs: http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/pops/index_en.htm
Dioxins: http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/dioxin/index.ntm
Action on malaria: http://europa.eu.int/comm/development/body/
theme/human_social/index_en.htm

New chemicals policy REACH: http://europa.eu.int/comm/environ-
ment/chemicals/reach.htm
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Implementation of the Stockholm
Convention in the EU

he EU legislation which implements the
Stockholm  Convention goes further than
the internafional agreements since it aims to
eliminate, rather than just restrict, the production
and use of the internationally recognised POPs.

Main legal instruments for implementing the
Stockholm Convention in the EU:

*Regulation (EC) No 850/2004 of the European
Parliament and Council of 29 April 2004 on
persistent organic pollutants and amending
Directive 79/117/EC

*Regulation (EC) No 304/2003 of the European
Parliament and Council of 28 January 2003
concerning the export and import of dangerous
chemicals

*Council Directive 96/59/EC of 16 September

1996 onthe disposal of polychlorinated biphenyls
and polychlorinated terphenyls (PCB/PCT).

European Community Implementation Plan

Each Party to the Stockholm Convention — individual
states as well the European Community as a regional
economic integration organisation — have to establish
an Implementation Plan to show the concrete action
that will be taken against the POPslisted in the Conven-
fion. The European Community Implementation Plan,
which will complement the national plans of the EU
Member States, is scheduled for adoption in May 2006.

POPs and the new Chemicails Policy

The ambitious existing EU legislation on new industrial
chemicals, as well as on active substances in biocides
and pesticides, is essential to identify and control
substances with POPs properties, as required by
Artficle 3(3) and 3(4) of the Stockholm Convention.
The proposed new chemicals regulation (REACH,),
which is currently being discussed in the Council
and the European Parliament, will radically expand
knowledge about all chemicals and further contribute
fo identifying and controling potential POPs.

nternational environmental agreements such

as the Stockholm Convention are ratified by
both the European Community (EC), which is
a regional economic integration organisation
with legal personality, and by its Member States.
Acting jointly, the EC and its Member States form
the political entity called the European Union (EU).

The European Commissionisthe sole EUinstitutionthat
has the right of initiative in proposing and drafting
EU legislation. It is also responsible for ensuring the
correct implementation of EU laws. Most EU laws
have to be adopted both by the Council of Ministers,
representing the governments of the 25 EU Member
States, and the European Parliament, whose
732 members are directly elected by EU citizens.

As a regional economic integration organisation,
the European Community votes on behalf of all the
Member States that are parties to the Convention
on matters within its competence in accordance
with Article 23 of the Stockholm Convention.

The 25 EU Member States:

Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland,

Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands,
Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, United
Kingdom

The present EU acceding states:

Bulgaria and Romania.

The present EU candidate countries:

Turkey and Croatia.

Identification of further POPs

he European Commission has

identified nine substances that
fulfil the POPs criteria and that
could be included in both the
UNECE Protocol and the Stoc-
kholm Convention. For the time
being, the Council has conclu-
ded that the first priority should
be given to the three substan-
ces already listed in the UNECE
Protocol and that the EU should
proceed with proposals on the-
se under the Convention at the
earliest appropriate  moment.

PRIORITY CANDIDATE POPs FOR THE STOCKHOLM
CONVENTION (COM (2004) 537):

Substances already listed in the UNECE Protocol
on POPs:

chlordecone (145-50-0),

hexabromobifenyl (36355-01-8)
hexachlorocyclohexane (HCH, including linda-
ne) (608-73-1; 58-89-9)

Substance already proposed by Norway (and
supported by the EU):

pentabromodiphenyl ether (32534-81-9)

Other candidates:

hexachlorobutadiene (CAS number: 87-68-3)
octabromodiphenyl ether (32536-52-0)
pentachlorobenzene (608-93-5);
polychlorinated napthalenes

short-chained chlorinated paraffins (alkanes,
C10-C13, chloro)




